
CHRONOLOGY OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN ACTION 
AND THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

 

1848 Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, NY. 

1860 Civil War delays suffrage movement while women 
work to abolish slavery. 

1867 Kansas voters defeat first state referendum on 
suffrage. Susan B. Anthony, Lucy Stone, and Henry 
Blackwell campaign across Kansas.  

1868 114th Amendment ratified — U.S. citizenship defined. 
Anthony jailed for voting in NY state. 

1869 Women suffrage included in the Constitution of 
Wyoming Territory. 

1870 15th Amendment gives voting rights men regardless of 
race. 

1876  Centennial of the United States. 

1877 Woman suffrage referendum on ballot in Colorado, 

1890 Wyoming as “Equality State," first to include voting 
rights for women in its constitution. 

1893 Suffrage referendum on Colorado ballot. 

1894 

1912  

Colorado women petition for suffrage in 
Territorial Constitution — denied. 

Colorado constitutional convention refers woman 
suffrage to legislature for vote of the people. Color-
ado admitted to Union as the “Centennial State.” 

Susan B. Anthony campaigns in Colorado, 
blames “miners and Mexicans” for woman 
suffrage defeat. 

Woman suffrage campaign with organizing by 
Carrie Chapman Catt wins in Colorado by 
37,798-29,451 — first state lo pass women 
suffrage by popular vote. 

Colorado women vote for first time, and elect 
first 3 women to state legislature. 

First woman elected to Colorado state Senate. 
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1916 Jeannette Rankin (R-MT), first woman elected to U.S. 
Congress; introduced women suffrage amendment – passed 
in House, defeated in Senate. 

1917  World War I. 

1919 19th Amendment passes House on May 19 
 and Senate on June 4, then to the states for  
 ratification. 

1919  Ratification by states begins 

1894-1920 

1920  Tennessee (35th state) ratifies 19th Amendment August 
8, Harding elected President. Only 26% of women 
voted. Congress approves 19th Amendment on August 
26 -- "Equality Day.” 

1921  Sacco & Vanzetti found guilty. Sheppard-Towner Act for 
welfare of mothers and infants enacted. 

1922  Washington Arms Conferences, first session of World 
Court. Harding dies, Coolidge becomes president.  

 Cable Act gives married women independent 
citizenship. 

1923  Beer Hall Putsch in Munich begins Hitler’s political 
power in Germany. 

1924  Dawes Reparation Plan. Resolution for Child Labor 
Amendment passed. Coolidge reelected. 

1925  Nellie Taylor Ross of Wyoming, first woman to be 
elected governor of any state. 

1926  US. reservations to World Court. 

1927  U.S. Marines sent to Nicaragua.  
 Lindbergh flies NY to Paris. 

NAWSA combines suffrage campaign with 
war work. 

Cait proposes formation of League of Women 
Voters at 50th Anniversary Jubilee Convention 
Convention in St. Louis, March, 1919. 

National League of Women Voters founded in 
Chicago, 2/14. Maud Wood Park president, 69 items 
on program. LWV "planks" presented to political party 
conventions. Citizenship schools and “Know Your 
Government” studies begin. 

LWV first annual Convention in Cleveland — 
Supports Sheppard-Towner Act. 

Convention in Baltimore in connection with Pan-
American Conference of Women. Maud Park given 
pen used by president to sign Cable Act. 

Convention in Des Moines; LW supports World Court, 
disarmament, and reclassification of civil service to 
include equal compensation for women. 
League's first ‘get out the vote" campaign. 

Convention in Buffalo, Belle Sherwin elected 
LWV president. Supports Child Labor Amendment. 

Richmond Convention: College Leagues organized. 
Mabel Costigan urges LWV support of TVA. 

St. Louis Convention amends bylaws to provide for 
biennial conventions. 

First LWV General Council 

Colorado women working for federal 
amendment for woman suffrage. 

Colorado ratifies 19th in December. 

18 women legislators elected in Colorado 
before the 19th Amendment was ratified, 

5 women elected to General Assembly. 
Colorado LWV incorporated by Equal 
Suffrage Association -- Anna Scott, president. 

Mabel Costigan on NLWV Board of Directors; 
urges study of economic issues. 

Another Colorado woman elected to 
State legislature. 

2 women elected to state legislature in 
Colorado. 

3 women elected to Colorado legislature, 
including Annah G, Pettee, member of Woman 
Citizens League of Colorado. 
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1928 First talking picture, Hoover elected president. 

1929 Teapot Dome scandal. Kellogg-Briand Pact signed, 
Stock market crash. 

1930 London Naval Reduction Treaty. White House 
Conference on Children. 

1931 Monarchy falls in Spain; Japan invades Manchuria. 

1932 Japan invades China. Bonus March on Washington. 
Franklin Roosevelt elected president. 

1933 Hitler made German Chancellor, Banks closed by FDR. 
USSR recognized. Prohibition ends. Frances Perkin: 
Secretary of Labor, first woman it Cabinet. 

1934 Long March by Chinese Communists. 

1935 Social Security Act passed. Italy invades Ethiopia. Sen. 
Huey Long (LA) assassinated. 

1936 King George V. dies, Edward VIII abdicates, Elizabeth 
II becomes Queen of England. FDR  reelected. Civil 
War in Spain. Germany occupies Rhineland. Ethiopian 
War ends. 

1937 USS Panay sunk by Japan. 

LWV Convention in Chicago. Voters Service via 
via NBC radio, LWV publishes first Digest of 
Election Laws. 

LWV representatives attend Congress of Alliance of 
Women for Equal Citizenship (founded by Catt) in 
Berlin. NLWV Program: maternity and infancy health 
and welfare; development of TVA; Amendment XX 
(presidential inauguration day changed from March 4 
to January 20). 

Convention in Louisville, Memorial fund to mark 
{en years of suffrage and honor “ancestors of the 
League of Women Voters." 

LWV circulates 6,000 petitions at International 
Disarmament Conference 

Convention in Detroit. Program: "Lame Duck” 
Amendment, Survey of Voter's Mind, Emergency 
Relief and Construction Act. 

LWV supports TVA Act. Belle Sherwin 
presented pen used to sign Act. 

Convention in Boston elects Marguerite Wells. 

League supports Social Security Act. Woodrow 
Wilson Award to NLWV for “educational work 
on foreign policy. 

Convention in Cincinnati. 500,000 petitions 
to displace “spoils system.” 

LWV supports Trade Agreements renewal. 

2 women elected to legislature. Belle Sherwin 
asks Mabel Costigan to organize LWV in 
Colorado, 

Women Citizens League of Colorado, affiliated 
with NLWV, incorporates March 4, 1929. Mabel 
Costigan elected president. Study topic: Colorado 
constitutional convention. 

Lobbied for World Court, Studies: school 
finance, foreign relations, taxes, 

Studies: child welfare, health care, US tariff, 
cooperative marketing, jury service for Colorado 
women. Geraldine Green, president. 

2 women elected to state legislature. 

WCLEC unsuccessful in getting LWV name. 
Supports “short ballot.” Studies: taxes, unemploy-
ment, arms control. June Schrepforman, president, 

WCLC founder Josephine Roche unsuccessful 
candidate for governor. Program: health, safety, 
security of women, government efficiency, school 
finance, child labor laws. Boulder League 
provides lunches for children of unemployed. 
Denver League studies working conditions for 
children in beet fields, League Citizenship classes 
in Denver and Boulder. Bertha Perry, president. 

WCLC still trying to get "name." Elizabeth 
Blanc, president, appeals to Sec. of State, Mrs. 
Ameill visits with Anna Scott. CESA will not 
give up “League” name. 

WCLC publishes first Ballot Issues pamphlet. 
Grace Shaw, president. Eudochia Bell Smith, 
WCLC member, elected to General Assembly. 

WCLC publishes A Picture Book of Taxes. 
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1938 Hitler invades Austria, Czechoslovakia partitioned 

1939 Spanish War ends. Germany and Russia sign pact. 
Mandatory arms embargo in Neutrality Act repealed. 

1940 War intensifies in Europe. FDR reelected. 

1941 National emergency declared. Germany attacks USSR. 
Atlantic Charter signed. Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor. 

1942 World War II.  First nuclear chain reaction 

1943 World War II in North Africa. Battle of Coral Sea.  
Race riot in Detroit 

1944 Allied invasion of France on D-Day.  Battle of Leyte.  
FDR reelected. 

1945 FDR dies, Harry Truman president.  Yalta Conference. 
Battles of Iwo Jima, Okinawa. Atom bombs dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  V-J Day, 8/15.  Hitler commits 
suicide.  Potsdam Conference. UN Conference in San 
Francisco. 

1946 First UN General Assembly convenes. 

Convention in St. Louis.   LWV supports Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetics Act, Child Labor Standards, Civil 
Service.  Opposes ERA. 

Convention in New York supports aid to victims of 
aggression.  NLWV active on Committee on Cause 
and Cure of War (founded by Catt, 1925). Supports 
Neutrality Act. 

LWV supports Lend-Lease Act. 

Published Win the Battle of Production.  
Convention in Chicago.  Topics: war-time service, 
inflation, pay-as-you-go taxes. 

Supports UNRRA Stop inflation campaign. 

Anna Lord Strauss elected president at Chicago 
convention.  Dumbarton Oaks conference on 
international obligations. 

Supports UN Charter, World Bank, and International 
Monetary Fund. 

Convention in Kansas City supports World Court and 
Reorganization of Congress Act.  Opposes 
discrimination based on “color.” 

Colorado Woman Voter, Digest of Laws Affecting 
Colorado Women, and Legislative Bulletin publish-
ed by SCLC.  Jury service for Women legislation 
written by WCLC Pres. Bertha Perry introduced in 
Colorado Senate by Eudochia Bell Smith, LWV 
Denver.  No action on ERA.  Office in YWCA. Edith 
Fidler president at death of Mary Ruffner 

Program:   consumer protection, old-age pension 
plan. Opposed legislation that discriminated 
against married women. 

Sec. of State declares CESA incorporation expir-
ed as they had no meetings in 20 years.  WCLC 
changes name to Colorado State League of 
Women Voters, affiliated with the National 
League of Women Voters.  Incorporated on 
October 28, 1940.  Studies:  merit system for 
judges, public finance, school finance, constitutional 
convention, adult education, collective bargaining. 

Published Ballots Count as Well as Bullets, 
Intelligent Woman’s Guide to Democracy, 
Problems Affecting Juveniles, Colorado 
Woman Voter, State School System.  LWV 
Denver sponsors Gov. Carr, speaking in 
opposition to internment of Japanese-Americans. 

Helen Abbott, president 

Lobby for jury service for women — provided 
information for jurors.  Studied children’s laws, 
civil service, labor laws, education. 

Jury service referendum passes.  Lobby for 
children’s laws. 

Lobby for Children’s Code, public health. 
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1947 Truman Doctrine.  Marshall Plan. 

1948 Truman reelected.   Ghandi killed.  Berlin blockade.  
OAS Charter signed.  Israel proclaimed.  Alger Hiss 
indicted. 

1949 NATO formed.  Chinese Communist victory on 
mainland.   Truman’s Point Four Technical Assistance 
Program. 

1950 US consuls recalled from Communist China. Production 
of H-bombs authorized.  Korean War. 

1951 Sen. Kefauver exposes organized crime.  Gen. McArthur 
relieved of command.  UN votes arms embargo against 
China.  Transcontinental TV. 

1952 First hydrogen device exploded.  Dwight Eisenhower 
elected president. 

1953 MauMau uprising in Kenya.  Beria dismissed in USSR.  
Armistice signed in Korea. 

1954 Geneva Conference on Far East.  Supreme Court 
declares school segregation unconstitutional.  SEATO 
formed.  Sen. Joseph McCarthy censured. 

1955 Summit meeting of US, USSR, Great Britain, and 
France in Geneva. 

1956 UN establishes first international police force. 

1957 Sputnik launched by USSR. 

1958 First US satellite in orbit.  Charles de Gaulle becomes 
president of France. 

Overseas Education Fund established. 

Convention in Grand Rapids supports GATT, “Politics 
is Your Job” campaign, Marshall Plan. 100th 
Anniversary of Seneca Falls Convention. 

Supports US membership in NATO, economic aid to 
less developed countries. 

Convention in Atlantic City elects Percy Maxim Lee 
president.  Uniting for Peace resolution. 

The National Voter, volume 1, No. 1 published. 

Convention in Cincinnati.  “Citizen’s View of ’52” 
nationwide candidates meeting on TV. 

17 conferences on political effectiveness. 

Convention in Denver.  Bricker Amendment defeated. 
“Freedom Agenda” adopted to address individual 
liberties. Revised program format to contain “Current 
Agenda” and “Continuing Responsibilities.” 

Freedom Agenda Conferences. 

Convention in Chicago adopts “Conservation:  A 
Study of Water Resources.”  Surveys of local effects 
of foreign trade and policy.  Survey of League 
organization by University of Michigan. 

LWVEF established.  Pres. Eisenhower makes major 
foreign policy speech to LWV. 

Convention in Atlantic City, Ruth Phillips elected 
president.  LWV receives LaGuardia award for 
achievement in municipal affairs. 

May 17, 1947 changed corporate name to: 
League of Women Voters of Colorado. Ruth 
Rosenblum Luby, president, 

Supports election of State Board of Education 
and appointed Commissioner. Children's Code 
adopted. Supports UN. 

Supports reorganization of school districts. Edna 
Starkey, president. 

Boulder LWV interviews Sen. Milliken on 
displaced persons.  First State Board of Education 
elected with 2 LWV members — Annah Pettes 
and Allegra Saunders. 

Supports stats health system, control of steam 
pollution, protection of children, establishment of 
Legislative Council, employment, reorganization 
of school districts.  Elizabeth Hylbom, president. 

Supports initiative process, Who Me? (qualifica-
tions for elective office) published by LWV Denver. 

LWV Denver hosts LWVUS convention. 
Judy Dixon, president. 

Freedom Agenda Conference held, Denver in 
April.  LWVCO supports constitutional right to 
privacy. 

Colorado water policies researched. 
Shirley Swerdfeger, president. 
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1959 Alaska becomes 49h state. Hawaii becomes 50th state. 

1960 European Free Trade Association created. Kennedy 
elected president. 

1961 US severs diplomatic relations with Cuba. Alan 
Sheppard space flight. Berlin Wall built. UN Sec. Gen. 
Dag Hammarskjold killed. 

1962 John Glenn orbital space flight. Cuban missile crisis. 
Agreement in Algeria. Civil rights strife in South. 

1963 Ngo Din Diem overthrown in Vietnam. Pres. Kennedy 
assassinated. Lyndon Johnson becomes president. 

1964 Soviet Premier Khrushchev ousted. Communist China 
explodes bomb. Johnson reelected, Disarmament 
Conference in Geneva. 

1965 North Vietnam bombed. US troop build-up. Civil rights 
march in Alabama. Riot in Watts. 

1966 National Organization for Women founded. 

1967 Trade negotiations successful. Israeli-Arab Six-Day War. 
Racial violence sweeps US. 

 US/USSR Consular Treaty. 

1968 Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy assassinated. 
Riots in major cities. Peace talks start in Paris. Violence 
at Democratic National Convention. Richard Nixon 
elected president. TET offensive in Vietnam. 

1969 US astronauts land on moon. Lottery system established 
for US military draft. 

LWV testifies at water hearings in 19 states. 

Convention in St. Louis. 

Supports presidential suffrage for DC, Development 
Loan Fund, Water Pollution Control amendments. 

Convention in Minneapolis; American Motors Award 
for work on water.  UN Bond Issue, Trade Expansion 
Act. 

JFK greets LWV council delegates in rose garden.  
OEF (Overseas Education Fund) institutes for Latin 
American women inaugurated. 

Convention in Pittsburgh addressed by Pres. Johnson 
who proclaims “League of Women Voters Week.”  
Julia Stuart elected president. Equality of Opportunity 
in education and employment added to Program.  First 
LWVEF Inner City projects begun.  

Apportionment in national Program.  First LWVEF 
Land-Water seminars.  International Cooperation Year.  
Water Resources Planning Year 

Convention in Denver.  Program: Defeat of Dirksen 
Amendment, Economic Opportunity, China. 

Visit exchange with USSR women. 

Convention in Chicago.  Lucy Wilson Benson elected 
president.  50th Anniversary Campaign. 

LWV calls for normalization of relations with China 
and end of US opposition to representation of People’s 
Republic of China at UN. 

Lobbies for reform in judicial system and state 
government.  Sally Thorniley, president. 

CA/CR nomenclature adopted.  Opposed repeal of 
income tax.  Reapportionment of General Assembly 
districts urged.  Roma McNickel, president. 

Supports ballot issues on courts, income tax, 
county officials, election laws, property 
assessment, reapportionment, and civil service. 

Lobby on fiscal structure, civil service election 
laws, reapportionment, water. Margaret Fisher, 
president 

Reapportionment position expanded to evaluate 
sub-districting. 

National emergency item studied:  
Apportionment. 

Supports constitutional amendment for merit 
selection of judges.  LWV Denver hosts LWVUS 
convention 

Oppose Children’t Code without Aid to 
Dependent Children amendment.  Sue Joshel, 
president. 

Statement on Crisis in the Cities sent to governor. 

Program:  school finance, relation of state and 
local government, executive branch, children’s 
laws. 
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1970 First Earth Day.  Mass anti-war! protests. Clean Air Act 
passed. 

1971 26th Amendment — voting age 18 ratified.  Relations 
improve between US and People’s Republic of China. 
Federal Election Campaign Act passes. 

1972 Nixon visits China.  Break-in at Watergate — 
Democratic national committee headquarters.   

 Nixon reelected. 

1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision.   VP Spiro Agnew 
resigns. Gerald Ford becomes Vice President.  Middle 
East War.  OPEC boycott.  Long lines waiting for 
gasoline in US. 

1974 Nixon resigns.  Ford becomes president, Nelson 
Rockefeller, VP.  Campaign Finance legislation enacted.  
Troops leave Vietnam. 

1975 Saigon falls, end of Vietnam War.  House abolishes  
 Un-American Activities Committee.   
 International Women’s Year. 

1976 Jimmy Carter elected president.  Bicentennial of 
American Revolution.  Chinese Premier Mao-Tse Tung 
dies. 

1977 Indiana 35th state to ratify ERA.  Department of Energy 
created. 

1978 Diplomatic ties with People’s Republic of China.  Treaty 
to transfer control of Panama Canal to Panama in 2000.  
DC gains voting representation in Congress. 

1979 International Year of the Child.  Mobs seize US 
Embassy in Tehran.  Nuclear accident at 3-Mile Island.  
Margaret Thatcher becomes first woman Prime Minister 
of England. 

LWV celebrates 59th anniversary, declares “The Year 
of the Voter.”  Petition drive for congressional 
representation for DC.  Adopts position of direct 
election of president. 

Adopts positions on income assistance and air quality.  
300 Leagues in Election System Project collect 
community data on registration and voting procedures. 

Convention in Atlanta votes to support ERA and 
adopts position on Congress.  “Women and Indians” 
added to HR position.  Political Accountability Rating 
reviewed. 

Adopts position on solid waste management.  
Overseas Education Fund celebrates 25th anniversary.  
League anniversary.  League launches campaign to 
ratify ERA. 

Convention in San Francisco adopts position on 
Campaign Finance.  Ruth Clusen elected president.  
Men admitted as voting members. 

Positions on land use and energy conservation.  
Boycotts unratified states, moves 1978 convention 
from Chicago to Cincinnati.  Ruth Clusen delegate to 
UN Conference on Women in Mexico City.  LWV 
joins ERAmerica ratification campaign. 

Adopts position on Presidency.  Sponsors first 
presidential debates since 1960, capping petition 
urging candidates to “meet in public debate on issues 
facing the country.: 

Adopts position on UN.  Awarded “Emmy” for 1976 
Presidential Debates.  Carters support ERA.  Gold 
ERA necklace presented to Roselynn by LWV. 

Convention in Cincinnati has four male delegates.  
Ruth Hinerfeld elected president. 

Adopt positions on energy and urban policy.  National 
Business Council for ERA established by LWVIS. 

Sue Joshel elected to LWVUS Board.  Roberta 
Bradbury becomes LWVCO president. 

Convention delegates vote that members be identified 
by their “own names.” Bylaws include “citizens at 
least 18 years of age” eligible for LWV membership. 

Study civil rights and ERA.  Lobby for ERA 
ratification and Open Meetings.  Colorado ratifies 
ERA and adopts state ERA.  Patricia Schroeder 
(LWVDenver) elected to Congress 

Program:  children’s services, financing of higher 
education, land use.  Beverly Hiza, president. 

LWV initiatives on Reapportionment Commission 
successful.  Land Use position adopted.   Opposes 
Two Forks reservoir construction. 

First edition of Colorado Water published.  
Studies:  Justice system, state finance, severance 
tax, children’s laws.  Marlene Wiske, president. 

Delegates vote $1 per member assessment to defeat 
repeal of Colorado ERA.  Publications:  Celebrate 
with a Vote, Ballot Issues 1976. 

Removed sexist language from bylaws.  State 
League Units approved.  Publications: 2nd edition 
of Colorado Water and Citizen’s Guide to 
Colorado.  Judy Lyke, president. 

LWVCO office moved to Carriage House at 1600 
Race; lobby to defeat bill to abolish Reapportionment 
Commission.  Publications:  Colorado Revenue. 

LWVCO sponsors tour of Northwest Colorado, 
earns $3,000.  Joyce Tavrow president. 

7



1980 Ronald Reagan elected president. Iran releases hostages. 
USSR invades Afghanistan. US boycotts Moscow 
Olympics. 

1981 Sandra Day O'Connor, first woman appointed to US 
Supreme Court, Anwar Sadat assassinated in Egypt. 
Reagan wounded in Washington. 

1982 Israel invades Lebanon. US unemployment rate highest in 
40 years, Vietnam Veterans Memorial dedicated in 
Washington, DC. 

1983 US invades Grenada. Marines killed in Beirut. Martin 
Luther King Day approved by Congress. 

1984 Reagan reelected. Geraldine Ferraro first women candidate 
for VP. Indira Ghandi assassinated in India. 

1985 Decade for Women ends with conference in Nairobi. 
Earthquake in Mexico City kills 20,000. 

1986 Space shuttle Challenger accident. Nuclear accident in 
Chernobyl. 

1987 Nuclear waste depository in Nevada approved. Congress 
passes new version of Gramm-Rodman-Hollings deficit 
reduction legislation. 

1988 George Bush elected president. USSR withdraws from 
Afghanistan, US ratifies Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
Treaty. Anthony Kennedy appointed to Supreme Court. 

Convention in Washington address by President Carter. 
Fifth League day at UN. LWV sponsors Presidential 
Primary Forums and Debates. Program: Basic Human 
Needs and Feminization of Poverty. 

VP George Bush addresses Council. LWVUS nationwide 
hearings on reauthorization of the Clean Air Act. 

Convention in Houston elects Dorothy Ridings President, 
and recognizes passage of Voting Rights Act. ERA 
ratification is 3 states short. 

Position on public policy on reproductive choice adopted 
by concurrence in all states. 

Convention in Detroit. League sponsors Presidential 
Primary and General Election Debates. LWV Mission 
adopted: Education and Advocacy. 

LWVUS sponsors Conference on Electoral 
Participation and Issue Debate on Strategic Defense 
Initiative{Star Wars). 

Convention in Washington elects Nancy Neuman. 
Positions adopted on Relations with Developing 
Countries and US Fiscal Policy. 

State and local Leagues complete profiles on extent 
of unmet human needs for food, housing, income 
assistance, and health care. 

Convention in Denver. Sponsors Presidential Primary 
Debates, withdraws as sponsor of General Election 
Debate, refusing to give its name to event controlled 
ark scripted by candidates campaign organizations. 
Adopts mission statement. 

Council adopts emergency item on General Assembly.  
Lobby for groundwater quality. "Women and 
Mortgage Credit" project managed by Amy Truby. 

Reapportionment Commission monitored. 
Toni Worcester, president, “Solid Waste Manage-
ment” project managed by Clara Lou Humphrey 
and Carolyn Holmberg. 

Publications: Ballot Issues and third edition of 
Colorado Water. Projects: Federal Changes, Waste 
Alert, River and the Desert, Equity in Vocational 
Education, Energy Puppet Show, Noreen Ogden 
first paid LWVCO lobbyist. "Governor's Call" 
initiative by LWVCO approved. 

Concurs with PPRC position. Unsuccessful in 
opposing initiative for cut-off of Medicaid funded abor-
tions. Toni Worcester paid lobbyist. Clean Drinking 
Water bill supported. Wilma Davidson, president. 

Mission statement adopted. Public education coali-
tion led by LWV. Publications: We, the People and 
Ballot Issues. MOTOR VOTER initiative passes. 

Long-range planning implemented. Pay Equity and 
Domestic Abuse bills supported. Consensus on 
study of Commission on Higher Education. 
Gerry Cummins, president. 

Ballot Issues published. Successful debates on 
Agenda for Security by candidates for Congress. 
Mary Hess paid LWV lobbyist. 

Supports access to adequate health care with 
federal/state funding, licensing of quality child care 
affordable for all, judicial reforms. Opposes sales 
tax on food to fund prison construction. 

LWV Denver hosts convention with help of local 
LWVs. LWVCO-sponsored GAVEL initiative 
successful. Publications: 4th edition of Colorado 
Water, Ballot Issues, and Colorado: The State 
We're In.  Support: School Finance Act, Election 
Law Reform, and Commission to Evaluate Judicial 
Performance. 

8



1989 Berlin Wall falls.  Supreme Court decision in Webster 
case on reproductive choice.  US invades Panama.   
Students riot in China. 

1990 Iraq invades Kuwait.  Lithuania declares its 
independence from USSR.  Clean Air Act reauthorized. 

1991 Persian Gulf War.  Clarence Thomas nominated to 
Supreme Court — testimony o Anita Hill charges 
“sexual harassment.”  Soviet Union dissolved. 

1992 “Earth Summit” in Rio de Janeiro.  Hurricane Andrew 
devastates south Florida.  Motor Voter Act vetoed by 
Bush.  Clinton elected president. 

1993 War in Bosnia.  Health Care Reform campaign 
launched.  Clarence Thomas appointed to US Supreme  
Court.   Sexual harassment becomes an issue. 

1994 Health Care reform, campaign finance fail to pass 
Congress.  Un/US troops in Haiti and Kuwait. 
Republicans sweep 1994 election. 

1995 75th Anniversary of 19th Amendment. 

Legislative campaign for “Motor Voter” begins.  Sixth 
League Day at UN.  Publishes In the Public Interest: 
The League of Women Voters 1920–70. 

Convention in Washington:  Susan Lederman elected 
president, gun control position adopted, 70th 
Anniversary celebrated, teleconference on leadership 
development links 2,000. 

League launches Take Back the System, a voters’ 
campaign to reclaim government and elections. 

Convention in Boston elects Becky Cain president. 
Cosponsors Presidential Primary Debate.  Adopts Phase I 
position on Health Care. 

Final position on Health Care adopted.  Motor Voter Act 
signed by Clinton who gives pen to Becky Cain. 

Teleconferences on health care.  Lobbying on 
Convention in Washington reelects Becky Cain; positions 
for emphasis include:  health care reform, early 
intervention for children at risk, opening government to 
citizens, and crisis in the community. 

Leagues celebrate 75th Anniversary of League and 19th 
Amendment. 

Supports Department of Transportation.  Sharon 
Clark directs EPA Solid Waste project.  Marge 
Johnson hired to direct Development.  Patricia 
Johnson, president. 

LWVCO Education Fund incorporated.  Office 
moved to 1410 Grant.  140,000 Ballot Issues 1990 
distributed. 

Convention adopts Metro Denver ILO positions on 
transportation, airport, and metro governance.  
Produce “Civics Literacy” program with KCNC.   
SWEP I project funded by EPA.  Betsy McBride, 
president. 

Publications:  190,000 Ballot Issues, 80,000 Your 
Vote Your Voice, Colorado Water (5th Edition).  
Endorsed Celebration of Woman Suffrage 
Centennial.  Projects:  SWEP I, SWEP II, and 
CCEM.  Diane Young named Executive Director. 

Health care consensus, sentencing position adopted. 
Publications:  Send A Message, Political Process 
in Colorado, Ballot Issues, and Advocacy 
Agenda.  Convention adopts Program:  I Study of 
the Initiative Process, II. Re-study of the Role of the 
State of Colorado in determining policies and 
standards for Pre K–12 education. 

Wilma Davidson, president.  Campaign Finance 
initiative fails in spite of League efforts.  210,000 
Ballot Issues published.  Mary Hess retires and Bill 
Vandenberg is hired as first male LWVCO lobbyist. 

Publications:  Colorado: The State We’re In, 
Send a Message, Financing Political Campaigns; 
Your Role at Rocky Flats.  Convention in Denver 
elects Marilyn Shuey as president.
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